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The Shan-shui Worldview: Huang Yan Solo Exhibition
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Ferguson Lane, 376 Wu Kang Road, Xuhui District, Shanghai
200031,China.
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Exhibition Introduction

In the history of the 20" century, “nostalgia” has become a common treasure of mankind that transcends
the ideological conflicts of the East and the West. The civilization of Shan-shui, which literally means
mountains and waters in Chinese, is the nostalgia itself. It not only refers to the civilizations originated
from the mountains and waters in China, but also refers to those around the Alps in Europe, the Mount
Kilimanjaro in Africa, the Grand Canyon in North America, the Andes in South America, and the
numerous rivers and lakes around the world. The spirit of Shan-shui and ‘literati art’ of China, have
already become a universal worldview of art, which has been in causal relationships with the romanticist,
impressionist, post-impressionist, new-impressionist, brutalist, cubist, dadaist, surrealist, abstract
expressionist, pop art, earth art and conceptual art movements across the 19" and 20" century.

---Huang Yan

Leo Gallery Shanghai is honoured to present the comprehensive solo exhibition of Huang Yan this
September - “The Shan-shui Worldview”, in line with the other solo exhibition of Huang Yan’s
photography “Tattoo Utopia” in Leo Gallery Hong Kong. It is Leo Gallery’s third cooperation with artist
Huang Yan, offering a retrospective view of the artistic context and diverse perspectives of Huang Yan’s

creative career.

Beginning in the Tang Dynasty (618-907 AD) and flourishing in the Song (960-1279 AD) and Yuan
(1271-1368 AD) Dynasties, from its very beginning, Chinese literati paintings have been bringing forward
new and unconstrained waves of thoughts that have profound influences on the history of Chinese
painting. Chinese artists of the current generation often come up with questions such as, how to deal with
the intertwined relationship between Chinese and Western cultures, while finding oneself in an era of
rapid social, art and information development? How to transform the tradition to the contemporary, and

how to respond to the current society?...These are the fundamental issues that artists need to handle.

Huang Yan was born in 1966, in a Chinese city of rich Shan-shui landscape - Jilin. Rooted in traditional
Chinese literati paintings, he puts writing brushes, ink sticks, paper and ink-stones, the carriers of
traditional Chinese painting, into a contemporary transformation. With the appropriations of multi-media
such as classic Shan-shui patterns on human bodies, photographs and canvases Shan-shui landscapes
are shown. In addition literati figures, flower & bird paintings are his treatment of human civilizations in
the East and the West and a model of reshaping the spiritual homeland of mankind in the 21st century.
Not only by continuing traditional Chinese painting spirit, but also exploring the evolution of Chinese
literati painting styles, his artistic approach is based on his strong recognition of his own cultural identity.

In this way, Huang Yan'’s works redefine traditional literati art in a contemporary context.

It can be said that Huang Yan’s nostalgia is a kind of sentiment related to Chinese spirit, life and origins
of art. However, the artist has already transcended any regional restrictions, and has awakened a cultural
nostalgia that is shared in a globalized world. As in Huang Yan’s statement, the Shan-shui spirit and
literati art originated from China have been in causal relationships with various schools of art in the West,

and thus have become a universal worldview of art.
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This cultural nostalgia carries not only a yearning for the world long past, but also a desire for the spiritual
homeland, as well as the future world. A process of continuous pursuit and remodelling is the everlasting
spiritual and cultural journey itself, which points to the ultimate destination of mankind.

FEMES Selected Artworks

Huang Yan, Chinese Shan-shui Tattoo 01, Photography, 95 x 120cm, 1999

#E PELKGE—E 13 Y 95x120cm 1999
Huang Yan, Chinese Shan-shui Tattoo 13, Photography, 95 x 120cm, 1999
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FE 42 B 150x120cm 2004
Huang Yan, Orchid, Photography, 150 x 120cm, 2004

B ok WK RRE 76 x57cm 2007
Huang Yan, Line.Landscape.Blue, Print, 76 x 57cm, 2007
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#E  —ZlK BJE Nol Ak 50x40cm 2003
Huang Yan, Line.Landscape.Black No.1, Acrylic on Canvas, 50 x 40cm, 2003

#A sk AN 80x80cm 2018
Huang Yan, Dot.Landscape, Acrylic on Canvas, 80 x 80cm, 2018
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wAE sk AR 80x80cm 2018

Huang Yan, Dot.Landscape, Acrylic on Canvas, 80 x 80cm, 2018

B]AE (b.1966)

KTFZEARK About the Artist
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Huang Yan (b.1966)

Huang Yan is one of the most representative and pioneering artists in China today.

Since 1994, he has recorded his ideas and behavioral art through oil painting and photography. His forms
of creation are diverse - often spreading traditional painting method and behavioral narrative into his
photography, while also bringing new contemporary features into his paintings.

Since 1997, he has had solo exhibitions in Beijing, Hong Kong, Shanghai, London, Berlin, New York,
Paris, Amsterdam and Milan. Since 1998, he has participated in more than 30 international group
exhibitions, including “Red China” in the Victoria and Albert Museum in London (1998), “Past and Future
- China's New Photography and Video Art” in the International Center of Photography in New York & the
Chicago Museum of Contemporary Art (2004), “Ink Art: Past as Present in Contemporary China” in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art (2013), Guangzhou Triennial, Chengdu Biennial, Prague Biennial,
International Video Art Biennial in Israel, Sao Paulo Biennial, “We Are Your Future” Moscow
Biennial, “ARTIUM” Contemporary Photography Exhibition in Madrid, Venice Biennial, etc.

His works are collected by many important art museums around the world, such as National Centre of the
Performing Art in China, The National Art Museum of China, Guangdong Museum of Art, The British
Museum, Centre Georges-Pompidou, Victoria &Albert Museum, Harvard Art Museum, The International
Center of Photography New York, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, etc., as well as Artur Walther,
Lawrence Schiller, Thomas Kann, Guy & Myriam Ullens (Belgium), Uli Sigg (Switzerland), Johnson
Tsong-zung Chang (Hong Kong) and Cissy Pao-Watari (Hong Kong), etc.
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JE News

#EWEEER | Leo Gallery Shanghai

Wk AR BENMR

The Shan-shui Worldview: Huang Yan Solo Exhibition
JE# Duration:2018.9.11 - 10.27

JF%: Opening: 2018.9.9 (Sun.) 5 -7 pm

EBWEER | Leo Gallery HK
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Tattoo Utopia: Huang Yan Solo Exhibition
fE} Duration:2018.9.21 - 11.15

F#: Opening: 2018.9.20 (Thu.) 6 - 8 pm

WiEEE R - _E¥ Leo Gallery Shanghai
AR IX R % 376 5 R RE N

Ferguson Lane, 376 Wu Kang Road, Xuhui District, Shanghai 200031,China

Tues - Sun: 11 am - 7 pm (Public Holidays Closed)
t +86-21 5465 8785
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