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68 x 80 cm, 2016-2018
Leo Gallery Hong Kong is pleased to present Chinese artist Ma Shuging’s solo exhibition
“Painting On & In”, with an array of his most representative works.
Painting is to the artist a language without words. While its syntax varies with painters, it invariably
tells stories of colours and space-time that come to pass on a still plane. Similar to the journey of
LEO GALLERY life, the process of painting bears greater significance than its conclusion. Ma always wonders if
HONG KONG there has ever been a painting regarded perfectly complete in the eyes of the painter; this
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condition of ever incompleteness allows many masterpieces from times of old to radiate a sense
of openness to possibilities, and offers diverse viewing experience through the traces over time
of overlapping strokes as well as the implied space between layers of colours. The differing means
to keep record of the process give rise to differing methods of creation, and this in turn keeps us
busy pondering over the nature of painting.

As a language, painting is always in continuous tense. Within different temporal contexts, the
chemistry between the fluidity a painting maintains and the immutable setting of the exhibition
space sparks unanticipated interactions across time and space in divergent ways. It may be said
that a painting is inspired by a myriad of chance revelations to the soul with its senses open.
Although the more effective way to view a painting is through direct visual perception instead of
exercising the cognitive mind, the process of painting cannot be advanced without reason’s close
scrutiny; feelings and sentiments open doors of possibilities readily, but it is the painter’s rational
mind and logical judgment that keep him company on his way to the destination his heart desires.
Time continues to flow by, and no man can grasp a single moment no matter how important it is
to him. For a minute we may be overjoyed, the next that feeling of felicity is nowhere to be found.
The interlacing and contention between sense and sensibility is evident throughout the process
of painting, and will unfold itself to viewers a little at a time.

Dense layering is one device of expression Ma uses for showing his painting process. To him, all
colours fall into two groups: those that are transparent and those not. On top and underneath,
visible and invisible, colours in various ways of juxtaposition come into being in the painting
process, weaving a story of colours, time and space that tells about himself. Attached to the
canvas as they are, he sees them also subsisting in the space-time continuum.
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(Installation Views in the artist’s studio)



ABOUT THE ARTIST HRBM XK

Ma Shugqing (b. 1956, Tianjin, China)

Ma Shuqing graduated from Tianjin Academy of Arts and Crafts in 1976. He
then was influenced by Professor Troeger and Professor Zeniuk during his
studies in Munich Fine Arts Academy before he received a Master’s degree
at the Department of Free Painting in 1989. Ma moved to Paris and
Provence in France in 1994. Nine years later, he moved back to Beijing in
2003 and established his studio in 798 Art District. He is a professor in the
Department of Oil Painting in Tianjin Academy of Arts and Crafts since 2015.
Ma lives and works in Beijing and Paris now.

His works are exhibited and showcased in major art fairs in both China and
abroad, including Art Basel Hong Kong, China International Gallery
Exposition, Art Cologne and Art Beijing, etc. He also had solo and group
exhibitions in many cities—Munich, Dusseldorf, Koblenz, Seoul, Hong
Kong, Shanghai and Beijing are only a few examples.
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ABOUT LEO GALLERY [ 5 %ifi=E ) Bk

Established in 2008, Leo Gallery is respected for being a progressive force
in nurturing young and representing established contemporary artists
regardless of nationality.

Situated in Ferguson Lane in Shanghai, the diplomatic quarter of
Shanghai's former French Concession, Leo Gallery has 2 galleries at 374
and 376 Wu Kang Road. Leo Gallery has expanded its operation to Hong
Kong after 6 successful years in Shanghai, which is situated at 189
Queen's Road West, Sheung Wan.

Apart from our recent exhibition programs that promoted Asian and
European art, Leo Gallery has also been working on a number of public
art projects with commercial and educational entities ranging from various
shopping malls like Shanghai Time Square and Crystal Galleria, Ferguson
Lane to public and private schools.

Leo Gallery has participated in a number of international art fairs, including
Art Basel Hong Kong, Art Stage Singapore, West Bund Shanghai, Art 021
Shanghai Contemporary Art Fair, Art Shenzhen and Art Beijing, etc.

facebook.com/leogalleryofficial
instagram.com/leo__gallery
www.leogallery.com.cn
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SHANGHAI | HONG KONG

Ferguson Lane, SH | 376 Wu Kang Road, Xuhui District, Shanghai 200031 | T +86-21 5465 8785 | shanghai@leogallery.com.cn
Tues — Sun 11 am — 7 pm (Closed on Public Holidays)
SOHO 189 Art Lane, HK | 189 Queen's Road West, Hong Kong | T +852 2803 2333 | hongkong@leogallery.com.cn
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