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Leo Gallery Hong Kong is pleased to present Chinese artist Xu Dawei’s solo exhibition “Rambling in the Dark”,
with an array of his most recent collage works.

In an attempt to extend and deepen his previous collage works, this time Xu creates a mysterious and surreal
spectacle through juxtaposition of different natural elements. He encourages audience to witness his works
from new perspectives so as to contemplate on what is beyond material reality. With layers over layers of
metal sheets, the artist naturally constructs a physical existence in front of his audience as well as a spiritual
realm hidden behind his works.

“l wish to deliver a sense of heaviness by creating a lonely and desolate world. The gloomy colours and metal
textures can be traced back to the weightiness and tension | have tried to convey through my works. The
things | draw —the rocks, withered branches, starry sky and red-hot lava—they all embrace a circular relation
between damage and destruction, death and rebirth. This deep contradiction has built a scenery with the
unknown mysterious and the beauty of destruction. Everyone is a humble loner rambling in the dark, in this
mysterious and vast universe. ”

—Xu Dawei

Through these new works, Xu explores the potential of space by painting on metal collage materials. He
believes that art is a way for him to explain and extend the real world; in other words, it helps him escape from
the limitations of reality. Gazing at Xu’s works on the clean and spotless walls of Leo Gallery, audience will
find himself becoming a passenger on a spaceship, wandering alone in the universe without end.
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ABOUT THE ARTIST BRE#F

Xu Dawei

Born in Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province, China in 1980.
Graduated from the Comprehensive Arts at the China Academy of Art,
Hangzhou in 2005.

Currently lives and works in Shanghai, China.

Xu's works are concerned with unceasingly changeable relationships
between time and space. He juxtaposes artificiality and natural things
according to his own logic and understanding of physics. Abandoned
buildings, volley wood, broken door, outer space and meteorites nebula...
complex and subtle, both conflict and converge together. By creating a
fantastic world, Xu conveys his thoughts and psychological dialogues
outside of reality, he explores the endless round of birth and death through
the dialogical relations between human and nature (or human and objects),
which is also a reflection on human existence.
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ABOUT LEO GALLERY [ 5 Jii=E ) Bk

Established in 2008, Leo Gallery is respected for being a progressive force
in nurturing young and representing established contemporary artists
regardless of nationality.

Situated in Ferguson Lane in Shanghai, the diplomatic quarter of
Shanghai's former French Concession, Leo Gallery has 2 galleries at 374
and 376 Wu Kang Road. Leo Gallery has expanded its operation to Hong
Kong after 6 successful years in Shanghai, which is situated at 189
Queen's Road West, Sheung Wan.

Apart from our recent exhibition programs that promoted Asian and
European art, Leo Gallery has also been working on a number of public
art projects with commercial and educational entities ranging from various
shopping malls like Shanghai Time Square and Crystal Galleria, Ferguson
Lane to public and private schools.

Leo Gallery has participated in a number of international art fairs, including
Art Basel Hong Kong, Art Stage Singapore, West Bund Shanghai, Art 021
Shanghai Contemporary Art Fair, Art Shenzhen and Art Beijing, etc.

facebook.com/leogalleryofficial
instagram.com/leo__gallery
www.leogallery.com.cn
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LEO GALLERY
SHANGHAI | HONG KONG

Ferguson Lane, SH | 376 Wu Kang Road, Xuhui District, Shanghai 200031 | T +86-21 5465 8785 | shanghai@leogallery.com.cn
Tues — Sun 11 am — 7 pm (Closed on Public Holidays)
SOHO 189 Art Lane, HK | 189 Queen's Road West, Hong Kong | T +852 2803 2333 | hongkong@leogallery.com.cn
Mon — Sat 11 am — 7 pm (Closed on Public Holidays)




